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INTRODUCTION 
 

A snapshot survey of remnant vegetation sites on Currawong Farm was undertaken on Monday 9th September 

2019 by a Survey team to identify, prioritise and recommend future eco-restoration works and management 

actions to be conducted on the property as part of Green Skills and Gondwana Link Program: 

https://greenskills.org.au/ and http://www.gondwanalink.org/    

The land holders, Jeremy and Linda Stefani are lessees of Currawong. The property address is 1799 Boxwood Hill-

Ongerup Road, Monjebup (Lot 1856 on Deposited Plan 209446). The whole property is approximately 988.0032 

hectares (9,880,032 m²) (Landgate, 2019). The area of property surveyed is situated on one land title and is located 

within the Shire of Jerramungup, the majority of which has been cleared for broad scale agriculture. In 2002, it 

was estimated that 43.8% (287,902 hectares) pre-European vegetation remained within the Shire of Jerramungup 

(Shepherd et al., 2002) (see Maps: Figure 1 & 2). 

Approximately 714 hectares (72%) of the property has been cleared for agricultural activities. This includes almost 

100 hectares of regrowth vegetation in the south-east corner of the property that was originally cleared in the late 

мффлΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌe-cleared in 2012 but this may regenerate naturally if allowed.  

Approximately 276 hectares (28%) of remnant and regrowth vegetation remains (see Appendix 1). It is the land 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ remnant vegetation, including waterways, be retained and predominantly 

managed for conservation. 

This survey has identified priority areas for conservation by recommendation of retention of remnant bushland 

complemented by fencing and revegetation projects with a focus on areas deemed suitable for threatened and 

priority fauna species including CarnabyΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ-cockatoo (Endangered), Mallee fowl (Vulnerable) and Tammar 

Wallaby (Priority 4). The property has been identified by Gondwana Link as a priority area for restoration within 

the Fitzgerald River National Park to Stirling Ranges Conservation Action Plan (Gondwana Link, 2008) (see Maps: 

Figure 3). 

The property is contained between Boxwood Hill-Ongerup Road on the northern boundary, adjacent to 

Corackerup Nature Reserve (4,500 hectares remnant vegetation) managed by the Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) and vested in the Western Australian Conservation and Parks Commission; 

privately-owned grazing and cropping farmland on the southern and eastern boundaries; and Monjebup (2,063 

hectares) and Monjebup North Reserve to the west of the property, separated by Monjebup Road. Red Moort 

Reserve, a large intact area of remnant vegetation of approximately 1,037 hectares, owned and managed by Bush 

Heritage Australia, is situated south of the property separated by one other private property (see Maps: Figure 4). 

Currawong is in the Esperance Plains IBRA region and Fitzgerald IBRA sub-region (Atlas of Living Australia, 2019), 

a region renowned for its high floristic diversity. The remnant vegetation contained on the property is extremely 

diverse incorporating numerous vegetation types including Mallee heath, shrubland, Moort Woodland, Moort and 

Mallet Woodland, Riparian Yate Woodland and a mosaic of woodland and Mallee heath. 

The closest weather station to the property is Naylerlup Weather Station (Station no. 10897) which reports an 

average annual rainfall of 452.6 mm for all years recorded from 1984 to 2018. Annual rainfall recorded in 2018 

was 306 mm (Bureau of Meteorology, 2019). 

The property lies between 112 and 170 metres above sea level in the Monjebup subcatchment of the Pallinup 

River System. There is approximately 4.5km of a main tributary of the Monjebup Creek that runs through the 

property and eventually flows into the Pallinup River. This creek flows seasonally, flowing mainly after prolonged 

or heavy rainfall events, and there are no permanent pools evident on aerial photographs. Several minor drainage 

lines also occur through the property (Bush Heritage Australia, 2013). 

https://greenskills.org.au/
http://www.gondwanalink.org/
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The Pallinup River is one of the one of the largest rivers in the south coast region. The headwaters begin south of 

Katanning and travel through the Shire of Gnowangerup, Wellstead and Boxwood Hills districts to eventually reach 

the Beaufort estuary within the Shire of Jerramungup and some 250 kilometres downstream (South Coast 

Rivercare, 2008). 

The average annual rainfall within the Pallinup River catchment ranges from 400-600 millimetres. 

The recommended management actions within this report have been developed in consultation with Green Skills 

and the land holders. 

 

SURVEY TEAM 

ü Basil Schur ς Green Skills Inc. Project Manager 

ü Melissa Howe ς Ecologist, contracted by Green Skills Inc. 

ü Angela Sanders ς Ecologist, Bush Heritage Australia 

ü Jane Thompson ς Local resident and bush enthusiast 

ü Project Officers attending from community landcare groups 

o Freya Spencer ςExecutive Officer, Gillamii Centre and North Stirlings-Pallinup Natural Resources Inc. 

o Leonie McMahon ς Executive Officer ς Fitzgerald Biosphere Group 

o Reaghan Shalders, Projects Officer ς Fitzgerald Biosphere Group 

 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
 

A rapid bushland vegetation assessment survey was undertaken on Currawong by the Survey team assessing a 

range of core attributes for remnant vegetation sites (see Appendix 1: Remnant Vegetation Sites). 

 

Core attributes selected and assessed included vegetation type, vegetation condition, size and perimeter of the 

remnant vegetation, presence of Threatened, Specially Protected and/or Priority flora and fauna species, presence 

of wetlands or waterways, connectivity to other vegetation and observed or potential disturbances and threats. 

 

Numerous remnant vegetation sites were connected to other areas of remnant vegetation on the property and 

across adjacent properties. 

 

The sites containing remnant vegetation were assessed for their vegetation condition. The vegetation condition 

assessment was adapted from the Keighery Condition Scale (Keighery, 1994) based on a rating of 1 (Very degraded) 

to 5 (Excellent) (see Appendix 2: Vegetation Condition Scale).  

 

Vegetation types were identified using Beard vegetation associations (Beard et al, 2013). 
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Subsequently, a priority rating was assigned to each site ranging from Very High to Low for future eco-restoration 

ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎƻǊŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΦ 

 

Management recommendations and reasons for priority ratings were attributed to each site. Photos were taken 

for each site assessed and mapped (see Summary of Vegetation Surveys and Recommendations below). 

 

Proposed fencing and revegetation projects identified as a priority for the property were mapped (see Maps: 

Figures 6 to 18). 

 

Data collected was recorded electronically on vegetation survey templates developed by the Survey team for this 

assessment. 
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MAPS 

 

Figure 1: Aerial photo of Currawong ς Stephani farm ς 1799 Boxwood Hill-Ongerup Road, Monjebup, WA 
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Figure 2: Currawong ς Stephani farm ς Green Skills Gondwana Link Program ς Remnant Vegetation sites 
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Figure 3: Fitzgerald River National Park to Stirling Range National Park Conservation Action Plan ς Priority areas for restoration 



 

Figure 4: Location of Currawong ς Stephani farm within the Fitz-Stirling area (formerly known as 

Russells, Kent Location 1856) 
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Figure 5: Map of Currawong ς Priority bushland for conservation and remnant vegetation 
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Figure 6: Map of Currawong ς Proposed fencing and revegetation areas 
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Figure 7: Project 1 & 2 
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Figure 8: Project 3 
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Figure 9: Project 4 
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Figure 10: Project 5 
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Figure 11: Project 6 
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Figure 12: Project 7 & 10 
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Figure 13: Project 4, 8 & 9 
 

 






























































































